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In_a_city_of_over 

two_million_people,_it 

should_be_very_hard 

to_keep_something_a 

secret 

By Lance Arberry 
 THE Cosmopolitan has been able to 

keep its mysterious, hidden pizzeria a 
little known secret for over two years 
now, becoming one of the greatest 
works of marketing Las Vegas has 
ever seen.  
Almost every Las Vegan has heard 
about Secret Pizza in some fashion, 
from hearing about it through a friend 
to searching endlessly for it, but very 
few people have actually 
experienced it. I was drawn to Secret 
Pizza because of all of the hype; I 
kept on hearing two great things 
about SP: that it was the best pizza in 
Las Vegas and that it was a complete 
secret, something that only hipsters 
knew about.  
  Located in the Cosmopolitan, I had 
some certain expectations about 
Secret Pizza. Marketing itself as 
containing “Just the Amount of 
Wrong”, it is a completely different 
Vegas experience. Ever since the 
Cosmopolitan opened, it has made a 
name for itself as the young, fresh, 
and hip place to stay in Las Vegas.  
 

Because of this, I expected to find distinctive 
restaurant that featured a unique pizza taste with a 
one of a kind experience. 

With this in mind, I valiantly entered the 
Cosmopolitan to search for this hidden place. I felt 
like Indiana Jones searching for treasure, but what I 
found was anything but a hidden gem; Secret Pizza 
does not live up to the hype. 
 

 



  

The_SearcH:_10_Out_of_10“ 

Hole_in_the_Wall” 

Takes_on_a_New_Meaning 

 I enjoy a good scavenger hunt and Secret Pizza absolutely delivers. When I arrived 
at the Cosmo, I found a map of the property and, surprisingly, it was not listed 
anywhere. While the Cosmo is not nearly as large as other properties, such as City 
Center or the Venetian, I literally walked almost every square inch of the property to 
find the hidden location. Every couple of minutes or so, I would run into an 
employee and ask them if they could give me directions to SP. To my surprise, they 
did not offer ANY assistance, whatsoever which added to the mystery. After forty or 
so minutes, I saw other people walking around with pizza in their hand and knew I 
was close. I had finally found Secret Pizza. 
 

Hands down, the search to find Secret Pizza is all about the experience and 
it’s a fun one. I’d recommend that you take some time out of your day and go 
on this adventure, as you won’t be disappointed. You may, however, have some 
anger after finding the location, because it is hidden in plain sight. If you want me 
to spoil the location, continue to read on. If you want to find it for yourself, avoid 
the spoiler by proceeding to the next section. 

 

Located on the third floor of 
the “East Tower”, Secret Pizza is 
tucked away in a small hallway 
near an elevator. It’s located in a 
pretty central location near five 
other restaurants and a pool 
table that anchors the area as a 
gathering spot. After a small walk 
down a hallway, plastered in 
album covers ranging from Dean 
Martin to Linkin Park, I realized 
while it was so secret: it’s a hole in 
the wall.  I actually passed Secret 
Pizza numerous times before 
actually walking into it. Originally, 
I thought it was a service room for 
the other nearby restaurants.  
 



  

Ambiance:_2_Out_Of_10 
Secret_Pizza_is_no_a_traditional_Vegas_restaurant: 

 Too_small,_extremely_loud,_and__excessively_dirty 

 

 

Secret Pizza is a restaurant that I did not expect to find in the Cosmopolitan. I 
expected to find a hidden oasis that was hip and modern, with a young, attractive 
crowd that had a great ambiance and vibe to the place. I expected the decoration to 
be something that contained “Just the Right Amount of Wrong” and that was 
distinctive, just like the Cosmopolitan. While the search for SP was great, the ambiance 
did not match the uniqueness of the search. 

Styled as a very minimalistic New York City subway station with plain white walls 
with black accents, Secret Pizza is so minimalistic that I confused it for one of the 
casino’s kitchen. While I did not measure the actual size, I would imagine that it is no 
bigger than average bedroom. The sheer number of people, and their behavior, in 
Secret Pizza destroyed the ambiance.  

 
 

Marquee Nightclub is located right 
next to Secret Pizza, so all of the night 
clubbers were at SP. It was like New 
Year’s Eve all over again: just imagine 30 
drunk, loud, and obnoxious clubbers 
shoved into a studio apartment. I 
instantly noticed that there were only 
five barstools, meaning that the 25 other 
people were forced to stand. I actually 
preferred to stand because the people 
who were seated were bumped 
shoulders constantly. If you weren’t 
being pushed up against or bumped 
into, the sheer sound of so many people 
screaming in a small room would 
definitely irritate you. All I could hear, 
besides the roar of the crowd, were 
obscenities and the occasional “bro”. 

 
Spilled drinks, empty pizza 

boxes, and used plates decorated 
Secret Pizza. I didn’t expect such a 
popular place to be too clean, but it 
was like a college frat house. I don’t 
necessarily attribute the lack of 
ambiance to Secret Pizza because 
they were understaffed for such a 
large crowd but something needs to 
be done to fix it. Luckily, I didn’t come 
for ambience; I came for the Pizza. 
 

It_Felt_Like_I_Was_In 

The_Jersey_Shore 

 



  

The_Pizza:_6_Out_of_10 
Secret_Pizza_places_too_much_emphasis_on 

the_Secret_rather_than_the_Pizza 
Going with the New York City style 
theme, the pizza slices were large, wide, 
thinly crusted, and stuffed with toppings. 
I must admit the pizza slices looked 
extremely delicious. Following the 
simplistic theme, the menu was 
extremely simple: two types of pizza 
(cheese or toppings), drinks, and 
desserts. There were only about four 
options to choose from: pepperoni, 
sausage, supreme, and cheese. My 
mouth watered as I ordered a slice of 
pepperoni and white cheese. I paid for 
my pizza and found a small area to 
stand and experience the well-hyped 
pizza. Secret Pizza is great but there I think is still 

much to be desired. Overall, the pizza was quite 
tasty for pizza in Las Vegas. But, when it’s 
compared to actual New York City styled pizza, it 
is a mediocre attempt. For a Las Vegas pizza, it 
featured unique East Coast toppings, the infamous 
folded crust, and excessive cheesiness that are 
East Coast staples. It’s a refreshing experience 
from the Americanized pizza that Las Vegans are 
used to (Pizza Hut, Dominio’s, and Papa John’s).  

Having spent a couple of months in 
Manhattan, I grew to enjoy New York City styled 
pizza. Don’t get me wrong, Secret Pizza has a 
good taste but fails in comparison to real East 
Coast experience. My two slices were drenched in 
too much oil, extremely thin, and the crust was so 
moist that it tasted like someone spilled water on it. 
After I ate Secret Pizza, I wanted to fly to NYC just 
to experience real pizza again. Maybe I’m judging 
it so harshly because I believe that the hype, the 
secret, surrounding this pizza has led some to lower 
their standards when reviewing it. There is nothing 
that special about Secret Pizza other than the fact 
it’s a secret.  
 



 

Value:_6_out_of_10 
There_is_no_doubt: 

Over-Priced! 
Located on the Strip, I expected to 

be charged more. A plain slice of cheese 
pizza will run you $4.50 ($5.00 for a slice 
with toppings). SP does offer to make 
custom pies, a whole pizza with seven or 
so slices ranging from $22.00 (just cheese) 
to $29.00 (5 toppings), which I’d 
recommend if you are going with a group 
or just hungry. Drink wise, it’s pretty typical 
for the Strip: $3.25 for soda (refills included) 
and $6 for alcohol.  I view Secret Pizza as 
a Vegas experience and as such, I expect 
to pay a little more for the fun. If you’re 
interested in having a fun time searching 
for food, then I can justify paying $5 
dollars for pizza. If you are eating for a 
regular dinner, the price makes me 
hesitant to recommend.  

SP is, however, the cheapest place 
to eat at the Cosmo and surrounding 
casinos. If you’re just looking for a quick 
bite to eat, you can’t beat two slices of 
pizza and a drink for under $15 bucks. 
Holsteins, a burger joint located one floor 
below, will run you about $30/person while 
STK, the resident steakhouse, will average 
to $60/person.  

It’s tough to gauge value: for tourists 
SP is a great value while for Locals it’s a 
total rip off.  
 

Wrap_Up:_GO! 
As my journey to find Secret Pizza came 

to an end, a few things became clear: the 
experience is more about the search rather 
than the rewards. Secret Pizza does not live up 
to its hype. The experience of exploring the 
Cosmopolitan to find it was definitely the most 
rewarding part of my journey.  

While the pizza was a refreshing 
departure from the traditional Vegas pies, the 
lack of ambiance leaves me a little hesitant 
about recommending it. Despite the 
shortcomings, I still recommend Secret Pizza as 
word of mouth has made it a sure stop for both 
tourists and locals. The next time you’re in the 
Cosmopolitan, I’d recommend you going on 
this journey, as it is a great way to experience 
Las Vegas, as a local or a tourist.  
 

THE SEARCH:_10 OUT OF 10 

AMBIANCE:_2 OUT OF 2 

THE_PIZZA:_6 OUT OF 10 

VALUE:_6 OUT OF 10 

GO! 


